<<장애인ㆍ노인ㆍ임산부 등의 편의증진보장에 관한 법률>> 
< Convenience Improvement for the disabled. the elderly. pregnant women Act > 

[partially revised 01.27.05 Act No. 7382] 

Article 1 (aims) 

The purpose of this law is to enable persons such as the disabled, the elderly, and pregnant women to use public facilities and equipment safely and conveniently, to provide them with full access to information, and ultimately to encourage their participation in social activities and to improve disabled welfare. <revised 12.31.03> 

Article 2 (definition) 

The definitions of the terms stated in this act are as follows. <revised 05.29.03, 12.31.03, 12.31.04> 

1. 'The disabled etc.' refers to persons such as the disabled, the elderly, and pregnant women who have difficulty travelling, using facilities, and getting access to information. 

2. 'Convenient facilities' refer to facilities that are convenient for the disabled to use or that help them get access to information. 

3. 'Facility Owner' refers to the owner or manager(applied only when there is a person in charge of managing the facilities) of the facilities that is stated in this law. 

4. 'Facility Management Organization' refers to the head of the center administrative organization that supervises the installation and management of convenient facilities. It also refers to mayors of special cities & large cities, provincial governors (hereinafter referred to as 'city․provincial governors'), mayors, county magistrates, and ward heads(of autonomous districts). 

5. eliminated <01.27.05> 

6. 'Park Facilities' refer to natural parks and park facilities under Items 1 & 7 of Article 2 of the Natural Park Law, city parks and park facilities under Items 1 and 2 of Article 2 of the City park Law. 

7. 'Public Buildings and Public Facilities' refer to buildings and facilities that have been issued for public use under Executive Order. 

8. 'Public Housing' refers to public housing under Item 2 of Article 2 of the Housing Law. 

9. eliminated <01.27.05> 

10. 'Communication Facilities' refer to facilities needed for communication, such as electronic communication equipment under Item 2 of Article 2 of the Electronic Communications law, and mail under Article 13 of the Postal Service Law. 

Article 3 (basic principles for building convenient facilities) 

When building convenient facilities such as public buildings and public facilities, the head of facilities should make the traveling distance of the disabled as short as possible. 

Article 4 (right of access) 

The disabled persons should be granted the right to pursue dignity and happiness, and therefore should have equal right to use public facilities as ordinary people and the right to have access to information. <revised 12.31.03> 

Article 5 (relation to other acts) 

As for the convenient facilities that are not mentioned in this act, refer to the articles of other acts. 

Article 6 (responsibilities of the government and local governments) 

The government and local governments should come up with certain measures that will enable the disabled persons to use facilities safely and conveniently and get access to information. 

Article 7 (target facilities) 

The target facilities in which convenient facilities need to be built(hereinafter referred to as 'target facilities') are the following items decided under Executive order. 

1. eliminated <01.27.05> 

2. parks 

3. public buildings & facilities 

4. public housing 

5. eliminated <01.27.05> 

6. communication facilities 

7. other buildings, facilities, and subordinate facilities that need convenient facilities for the disabled's use 

Article 8 (installation standards for convenient facilities) 

① We decide what kind of convenient facilities should be built depending on the scale and uses of the target facilities, under Executive order. 

② Specific standards regarding the structure and quality of convenient facilities(hereinafter referred to as 'specific standards) will be decided by the Ministry of Health and welfare. The ministry can also decide on matters about the directional signs for convenient facilities. <revised 01.21.99> 

Article 9 (responsibilities of facility owners) 

① When installing target facilities or changing main parts(of the facilities) under Executive Order(including changes in use), facility owners should comply with the regulations of Article 8 and appropriately build and maintain the facilities so the disabled people can always use the target facilities conveniently. <revised 01.21.99> 

② eliminated <01.21.99> 

Article 10 (facility supervision) 

① Secretary of Health and Welfare is in charge of the installation and maintenance of convenient facilities.    

② The Facility Management Organization should supervise the installation and maintenance of convenient facilities in the target facilities it is in charge of. 

Article 11 (research) 

① The Facility Management Organization should do a research on the installation of convenient facilities in order to obtain basic data that will be helpful in activating convenient facilities. 

② The matters of when and how to conduct the research(stated in ①) is decided by the Ministry of Health and Welfare. 

③ The Facility Management Organization can ask facility owners to submit data that is necessary for conducting the research(stated in ①). 

Article 12 (the devisingㆍenforcementㆍreporting of the construction plan) 

①The Facility Management Organization should establish and implement a convenient facility construction plan of the target facilities under its supervision in order to accelerate convenient facility construction. 

②The convenient facility construction plan stated in Item 1 includes the following. 

1. Construction conditions and equipment plan of target facilities 

2. Convenient facility construction plan in the constructionㆍmajor repairㆍchange in use of the target facilities or the purchase of vehicles 

3. Advertising the construction standards of target facilities and convenient facilities 

4. Other items decided by the Ministry of Health and Welfare 

③The Facility Management Organization should submit the convenient facility construction plan stated in Item 1 and the results that the organization has produced to the Secretary of Health and Welfare under Executive order. 

④The Secretary of Health and Welfare should put together the plans, submitted under the regulations of Item 3, and establish a national comprehensive plan of convenient facility construction by going through deliberations of the council of deliberation for convenience improvement stated in the second part of Article 12. <revised 12.31.03> 

Second part of Article 12 (Construction of the Council of Deliberation for Convenience Improvement) 

① There should be a Council of Deliberation for Convenience Improvement (hereinafter referred to as Council of Deliberation) inside the Ministry of Health and Welfare for the deliberation of important subjects concerning the improvement of the disabled's convenience. 

② The Council of Deliberation should deliberate the following subjects. 

1. The subjects regarding the aims of convenience improvement policy for the disabled 

2. Subjects related to the establishment of the national comprehensive plan of convenient facility construction stated in Item 4 of Article 12 

3. Subjects regarding systematic improvements of convenience improvement for the disabled 

4. Other subjects that require assistance of related ministries for the improvement of the disabled's convenience. 

③ Subjects concerning the organization and management of the Council of Deliberation are decided under Executive order. 

[This Article added in 12.31.03] 

Article 13 (support for construction) 

① The government and local authorities should provide necessary support such as financial aid and technological support in order to reduce the difficulties in constructing civil convenient facilities and to accelerate the construction of the facilities. 

② When a corporation or individual constructs a convenient facility stated in this act, taxes will be reduced, according to the amount of money used in the construction, as is stated in tax laws such as the Tax Reduction Limits Law and Local Tax Law. <revised 12.31.03> 

Article 14 (encouraging research development) 

① The government and local governments should come up with measures to encourage research development regarding convenient facilities. 

② The Secretary of Health and Welfare should design and distribute a detailed standard drawing of the convenient facilities for the smooth progress of convenient facility construction business. The standard drawing of the facilities is the same as a standard design of the convenient facilities under the regulations of Item 4 of Article 19 of the Construction Law. 

Article 15 (mollifying the application of a law) 

① Facility owners refer to the first of the following items. If it is difficult to construct a convenient facility that satisfies the specific regulations of Item 2 of Article 8, you can construct the facility under a separately devised law with eased regulations after receiving the Facility Management Organization's approval. 

1. When it is structurally difficult to construct a convenient facility that satisfies the specific regulations 

2. When there is a risk of causing enormous danger in safety management in constructing a convenient facility that satisfies the specific regulations 

3. When it is thought to be appropriate to apply eased regulations on the target facility after considering the uses and environment of it 

4. Other cases decided under Executive order 

② When the Facility Management Organization approves the construction of a facility, as is stated in Item 1, it should make sure the disabled persons will have no difficulty using that facility. 

③ The procedure of approval, as is stated in Items 1 & 2, and other subjects are decided under Executive order. 

Article 16 (providing convenience in facility use) 

① Owners of public buildings or facilities that are often used by the disabled should provide wheelchairs, braille books, and hearing aids so the disabled people can use the facilities conveniently. 

<revised 12.31.03> 

② Under the regulations of Item 1, the Ministry of Health and Welfare decides which public buildings and facilities need wheelchairs, braille books, and hearing aids, and what kind of supplies are needed, such as wheelchairs, braille books, and hearing aids. <revised 12.31.03> 

③ There will not be any fee charged for using the wheelchairs, braille books, and hearing aids, but they can be at cost concerning the amount of money spent in repairing. <revised 12.31.03> 

The second part of Article 16 (providing convenience for the disabled) 

① When the disabled persons want to use public buildings and facilities constructed under Executive order, they can ask for help such as guides or chirology interpretation to the facility owner. 

② Under the regulations of Item 1, when the disabled ask facility owners for help, the owners have to provide them with what they need unless there are proper reasons not to. 

[This Article added in 12.31.03] 

Article 17 (parking spaces for the exclusive use of the disabled)  

① Owners of public buildings and facilities should construct parking spaces for the exclusive use of the disabled. The size of the parking space is to be decided under regulations of the parking law. 

② When the head of the Ministry of Patriots and Veterans Affairs, mayors, magistrates, and heads of wards are asked for help from disabled persons who have difficulty walking, they should give out car park signs for the disabled which show that their cars can be parked in the parking area for the exclusive use of the disabled. <revised 12.31.03>  

③ A person with a car that has no car park sign for the disabled- as is stated in Item 2 -on it cannot park his or her car in parking spaces for the exclusive use of the disabled. And it's the same for a car that does have a car park sign for the disabled on it but no one with difficulty walking inside it. <revised 12.31.03> 

Article 18 eliminated <12.31.03> 

Article 19 eliminated <12.31.03> 

Article 20 eliminated <12.31.03> 

Article 21 eliminated <12.31.03> 

Article 22 (requiring submission of documents and inspection) 

① The Secretary of Health and Welfare and the Facility Management Organization can ask facility owners to submit documents regarding the construction and management of convenient facilities, or have their employees carry out an inspection of the convenient facilities, examining whether the facilities are being constructed in a proper way, and whether specific and detailed standards of the constructed convenient facilities are well organized. 

② A person who carries out an inspection under the regulations of Item 1 should carry a voucher that shows the authority for inspection. 

Article 23 (readjustment orders) 

① If the target facilities violate the regulations of this act, the Facility Management Organization can order facility owners to take necessary measures that accords with this act under Executive order, such as the construction or improvement of convenient facilities within a certain period of time. 

② The Secretary of Health and Welfare can ask the Facility Management Organization to take measures under readjustment orders such as the construction and improvement of convenient facilities within target facilities, and the Facility Management Organization has to respond to the orders unless there are proper reasons not to do so. 

Article 24 

eliminated <12.13.97> 

Article 25 (punishments) 

A person who has violated the regulations of Item 1 of Article 9, received readjustment orders for the violation under the regulations of Item 1 of Article 23, and not responded to the order in time will be subject to a fine not exceeding 5 million won. 

Article 26 (double punishment) 

When the head of a corporation or an agent of a corporation or individual commits the violation stated in Article 25 for the corporation's or individual's business matters, the corporation or individual will be subject to the same amount of fine as the offender.    

Article 27 (fines) 

① Persons who fall under No.1 of the following items will be subject to a fine not exceeding 2 million won. <revised 01.21.99, 12.31.03> 

1. A person who has not supplied things such as wheelchairs, braille books, and hearing aids, as are stated in Item 1 of Article 16, received a readjustment order under the regulations of Item 1 of Article 23, and not responded to the order in time 

2. A person who has refused to submit required documents, as is stated in Item 3 of Article 11 and Item 1 of Article 22, for no proper reason or a person who has submitted counterfeit documents or has refused, avoided, or disturbed the inspection 

② A person who violated the regulations of Item 3 of Article 17 and didn't place a car park sign for the disabled on their car, or a person who parked their car in parking spaces for the exclusive use of the disabled when no one with difficulty walking was in the car will be subject to a fine not exceeding 200 thousand won. 

<revised 12.31.03> 

③ Fines under the regulations of Items 1 & 2 will be charged and collected by the Facility Management Organization, but the matters of choosing the kinds of violations to be charged with a fine, deciding the amount of fines as well as the procedure of charging and collecting fines will be fixed under Executive order. 

<revised 01.21.99> 

④ If a person is charged with a fine under the regulations of Items 1 & 2 and feels it is unreasonable, then that person can put in a demurrer against the one who imposed the fines within 30 days of the notice. 

⑤ When a person charged with a fine under the regulations of Items 1 & 2 raises an objection under the regulations of Item 4, the person who imposed the fine has to report it to the competent court immediately, and the competent court is to hear a case on the charged fines under the Voluntary Matters Proceedings Act. 

⑥ When a person refuses to pay a fine he or she is charged with and doesn't raise an objection against it in time, under the regulations of item 4, the government collects the fine based on precedents of delinquency dispositions of national or local taxes. 

Article 28 (forced payment) 

① To facility owners who have received readjustment orders under the regulations of Item 1 of Article 23 and haven't responded to the orders in time, the Facility Management Organization has the right to charge a forced payment not exceeding 30 million won, considering the convenient facility construction cost. 
② The matters of choosing the kinds of violations to be charged with a forced payment, under the regulations of Item 1, deciding the amount of the payment according to the degree of the violation and other necessary subjects will be decided under Executive order. 

③ Before actually charging a forced payment under the regulations of Item 1, the Facility Management Organization should notify it in a written document. 

④ When the Facility Management Organization charges a forced payment under the regulations of Item 1, it should do so with a written document that notifies the amount of the payment, the legal grounds for charging the payment, the payment deadline, where to make the payment, and how and where to put in a demurrer. 

⑤ Starting from the day of the first readjustment order, the Facility Management Organization can charge and collect forced payments under the regulations of Item 1 once a year, until the readjustment orders are fulfilled. 

⑥ If a person who had been placed with a readjustment order under the regulations of Item 1 of Article 23 responds to the order, the Facility Management Organization must stop charging the person with forced payments immediately, but the payments that had already been charged should be collected. 

⑦ The regulations of Items 4 & 6 of Article 27 shall be applied to the charging of forced payments and procedure of putting in a demurrer. 

⑧ eliminated <12.31.03> 

⑨ eliminated <12.31.03> 

⑩ eliminated <12.31.03> 

Article 29 (delegationㆍentrustment of authority) 

The authority that the Secretary of Health and Welfare is granted under this act can partially be delegated to provincial governors under Executive order, or entrusted to corporations established under the sanction of the Secretary of Health and Welfare. 

Additional Clause <No.5332, 04.10.97> 

Article 1 (date of effect) 

This act shall take effect one year after the date of promulgation of the act. 

Article 2 (interim measures of convenient facility construction) 

① Regarding administrative procedures of the construction or modification of target facilities such as the application for sanction of construction in progress or convenient facility construction inside target facilities being built, the regulations of Article 33 of the disabled welfare law will be applied during the time this act is in effect. 

② Among the target facilities constructed before this act came into effect, the ones that were sanctioned under Executive order must have convenient facilities built inside them within 2 to 7 years under Executive order. In this case, owners of the target facilities shouldn't be pressured to do so. 

③ To facility owners who violate the regulations of Item 2, the regulations of articles 23ㆍ25ㆍ28 will be applied.  

Article 3 (revision of other acts) 

① The following revision will be applied to the law of fund management. 

Item 122 will be added. 

122. law of convenience improvement for the disabled, the elderly, and pregnant women 

② The following revision will be applied to the disabled welfare law. 

Items 2 & 5 of Article 33 shall be eliminated. 

Item 3 of Article 57 shall be eliminated. 

Additional Clause <No.5672, 01.21.99> 

This act shall take effect from the date of promulgation of the act. But the revised regulations of Item 3 of Article 27 shall take effect on June 1st 1999. 

Additional Clause(residence law) <No.6916, 05.29.03> 

Article 1 (date of effect) This act shall take effect 6 months after the date of promulgation of the act. <provisory clause omitted> 

Articles 2 & 11 omitted 

article 12 (revision of other acts) 

① or <28> omitted 

  <29>The following revisions will be applied to the law of convenience improvement for the disabled, the elderly, and pregnant women. 

"No.3 of Item 3 of the law of residence construction promotion" of No.8 of Article 2 shall be referred to as "No.2 of Article 2 of the residence law". 

<30> and <40> omitted 

Article 13 omitted 

Additional Clause <No.7040, 12.31.03> 

① (date of effect) This act shall take effect 6 months after the date of promulgation of the act. But the revised regulations of Articles 18 and 21, Items 8 & 10 of Article 28, and Item 2 of the Additional Clause shall take effect on January 1st 2004. 

②(revisions of other acts)  The following revision will be applied to the law of fund management. Item 122 shall be eliminated. 

Additional Clause(railway law) <No.7303, 12.31.04> 

Article 1 (date of effect) This act shall take effect 6 months after the date of promulgation of the act. 

Articles 2 & 5 omitted 

Article 6 (revision of other acts) ① & ⑥ omitted 

⑦The following revisions will be applied to the law of convenience improvement for the disabled, the elderly, and pregnant women. 

"Item 1 of Article 2 of the railway law" of No.9 of Article 2 shall be referred to as "No.1 of Article 2 of the railway law". 

⑧omitted 

Article 7 omitted 

Additional Clause(the law of convenience improvement for persons with difficulty in traveling) <No.7382, 01.27.05> 

Article 1 (date of effect) This act shall take effect one year after the date of promulgation of the act.        

Articles 2 & 4 omitted 

Article 5 (revision of other acts) The following revisions will be applied to the law of convenience improvement for the disabled, the elderly, and pregnant women. 

  No.5&9 of Article 2, and No.1&5 of Article 7 shall be eliminated. 

