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CHAPTER I GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Article 1 (Purpose) 

The purpose of this Act is to provide those who need education for the handicapped with an opportunity to receive the education properly selected by the State or local governments and to develop their ability for independent living, by improving educational methods and conditions, so that the education may contribute to their stabilization of livelihood and participation in the society. 

Article 2 (Definitions) 

The terms used in this Act shall be defined as follows: <Amended by Act No. 5069, Dec. 29, 1995; Act No. 5440, Dec. 13, 1997> 

1.The term "education for the handicapped" means to give the handicapped the education by the curriculum, the curative education, and the vocational education, through a curriculum, an educational method, or educational media, etc. suitable for the characteristics of each educational object; 

2.The term "object of education for the handicapped" means a person who is considered to need education for the handicapped under the provisions of Article 10; 

3.The term "educational institution for the handicapped" means a special school or class for the handicapped which provides the curricula of a kindergarten, an elementary school, a junior high school, or a senior high school (departments of majors are included; hereinafter the same shall apply) for the object of education for the handicapped; 

4.The term "special class for the handicapped" means a class which is established to give an integrated education to the object of education for the handicapped in every school less advanced than a high school, and which consists of full-time classes, part-time classes, special classes, and a circuit education according to their abilities; 

5.The term "circuit education" means the education for the handicapped given to the object of education for the handicapped at home, in a medical institution, a school, or other facilities where teachers who take charge of the education (hereinafter referred to as the "teaching staff for the handicapped") visit him to educate him; 

6.The term "integrated education" means the education given to the object of education for the handicapped in a regular school (which is not a special school for the handicapped; hereinafter the same shall apply) or the education temporarily given to the student enrolled in the educational institution for the handicapped who participates in the curricula of the regular school, to develop his normal abilities to adjust himself to society; and 

7.The term "curative education" means the educational activity which supplements the handicapped person's defects caused by his physical handicap, and which simultaneously enables him to recover his vital functions, such as the psychological treatment, the language treatment, the physical treatment, the occupational treatment, the walk training, the hearing training, or the environmental adaptation training. 

Article 3 (Duties of State and Local Government) 

(1) The State and a local government shall execute the duties of the following subparagraphs to develop education for the handicapped: 

1.Preparation of a comprehensive plan for education for the handicapped; 

2.Taking the measures necessary for the curative education to restore the handicapped person's vital functions; 

3.Direction on the school attendance of the object of education for the handicapped; 

4.The study and improvement of the contents and method of education for the handicapped; 

5.Training and service training of the faculty of education for the handicapped; 

6.Establishment and operation of the educational institution for the handicapped, and expansion and maintenance of equipment and facilities for education for the handicapped; 

7.The cultivation, development and distribution of the textbooks and the equipment necessary for education for the handicapped; 

8.Taking the measures necessary for the vocational education which shall be given to the object of education for the handicapped; 

9.Preparation of a plan to authorize the special educational institution for the handicapped; 

10.The cultivation and improvement of the system to support education for the handicapped; and 

11.Other matters necessary for the development of education for the handicapped. 

(2) The State and a local government shall preferentially pay for the expenses needed to execute the duties under paragraph (1) within the limit of the assigned budget. 

(3) With respect to a local government which is deemed to be slow in pushing ahead with duties under paragraph (1) or to be lacking in adequate budgetary measures under paragraph (2), the State may recommend to take necessary measures such as the expansion of its budget. <Newly Inserted by Act No. 5440, Dec. 13, 1997> 

(4) The State shall construct a cooperative system among the central administrative agencies concerned to efficiently execute duties under paragraph (1). <Newly Inserted by Act No. 5440, Dec. 13, 1997> 

Article 4 (Education Management Committee for Handicapped) 

(1) In order to deliberate upon the principal matters concerning education for the handicapped,the central education management committee for the handicapped shall be installed under the control of the Minister of Education and Human Resources Development, and the City/Do education management committee for the handicapped, under the control of the Superintendent of the Office of Education, and the Shi/Kun/Ku education management committee for the handicapped, under the control of the head of the district office of education. <Amended by Act No. 5440, Dec. 13, 1997; Act No. 6400, Jan. 29, 2001> 

(2) The necessary matters concerning the function, constitution, and operation of the education management committee for the handicapped under paragraph (1) shall be prescribed by the Presidential Decree: Provided, That the function of the central education management committee for the handicapped may be fulfilled by the institution prescribed by the Presidential Decree. <Amended by Act No. 5440, Dec. 13, 1997> 

Article 5 (Compulsory Education, etc.) 

(1) The educational courses given to the object of education for the handicapped which are equivalent to those of the ordinary elementary school and the junior high school shall be given to the handicapped compulsorily and the educational courses equivalent to those of the kindergarten and the senior high school shall be given to them without charge. 

(2) The expenses needed for the compulsory and free education under the provisions of paragraph (1) shall be paid for or assisted by the State or the local government concerned under the conditions as prescribed by the Presidential Decree. 

Article 6 (Assistance to Private Educational Institution for Handicapped) 

The State and a local government shall give subsidies for management expenses, facility expenses, the expenses needed for the experiment and practical exercise, the expense needed for vocational guidance, the pay of the teaching staff, and other expenses necessary for education for the handicapped to the private educational institution within the limit of the assigned budget. 

Article 7 (Vicarious Education by Private Educational Institution for Handicapped) 

If the admitting capacity of the national or public educational institutions for the handicapped is not sufficient for the handicapped, or if it is necessary for the compulsory education for them, the State or a local government may entrust the education of the handicapped to the private educational institution for the handicapped. 

Article 8 (Taking of Measures Necessary for Early Education for Handicapped) 

The State and a local government shall take measures necessary for the early education of the handicapped such as the early discovery of the handicapped, the education of the teaching staff, and the expansion of the educational facilities and equipments, to promote the kindergarten education for the handicapped children. 

Article 9 (Annual Report on Education for Handicapped) 

The Government shall submit a report on the principal policy about education for the handicapped to the National Assembly before the regular session of the National Assembly opens every year. 

CHAPTER II SELECTION OF OBJECT OF EDUCATION FOR HANDICAPPED AND SENDING THEM TO SCHOOL, ETC. 

Article 10 (Selection of Object of Education for Handicapped) 

(1) A person who is diagnosed or judged to need education for the handicapped among the handicapped who fall under one of the following subparagraphs shall be selected as the object of education for the handicapped: <Amended by Act No. 6400, Jan. 29, 2001> 

1.Visual defect; 

2.Hearing defect; 

3.Mental handicap; 

4.Physical handicap; 

5.Emotional defect (autism is included); 

6.Speech defect; 

7.Difficulties in learning; or 

8.Other handicaps under the Ordinance of the Ministry of Education and Human Resources Development. 

(2) If the object of education for the handicapped under paragraph (1) is to enter a school (including the entrance, re-entrance, transfer, and special admission into a school; hereinafter the same shall apply), he shall, for the course of a senior high school, be selected by the Superintendent of the Office of Education after examination by the City/Do education management committee for the handicapped, and shall, for the course of a junior high school or below, be selected by the head of the district office of education after examination by the Shi/Kun/Ku education management committee for the handicapped (hereinafter referred to as the "management committee"), and shall, for one of the other school courses, be selected by the principal of such school. <Amended by Act No. 5440, Dec. 13, 1997> 

(3) When the management committee or the principal of the school under paragraph (2) examines or selects the object of education for the handicapped, he shall give his parents an opportunity to make statements to him: Provided, That where the parents do not comply with it without proper reason, or they cannot be given an opportunity to make their statements owing to their unknown whereabouts, the same shall not apply. <Amended by Act No. 5440, Dec. 13, 1997> 

(4) The standards and procedures for the diagnosis, evaluation, examination and appointment of the object of education for the handicapped referred to in paragraphs (1) through (3) and matters necessary for the selection and notification, etc., shall be determined by the Presidential Decree. 

Article 11 (Designation of Various Schools and Placement of Objects of Education for Handicapped) 

(1) When the object of education for the handicapped intends to enter school less advanced than senior high school, he may apply for the school concerned personally or request, for the course of a senior high school, the Superintendent of the Office of Education, and for the course of a junior high school or below, the head of the district office of education, to designate a school for him and place him there. <Amended by Act No. 5440, Dec. 13, 1997> 

(2) When the Superintendent of the Office of Education or the head of the district office of education received the request under paragraph (1), he shall designate a suitable school and place the handicapped there after examination by the management committee concerned. If he intends to designate and place the handicapped in the school for the handicapped in other City/Do, or national school for the handicapped, he shall consult with the Superintendent of the Office of Education or the head of the district office of education of the City/Do concerned, or with the principal of the school concerned. <Amended by Act No. 5440, Dec. 13, 1997> 

(3) When the management committee examines the request for the designation of a school and placement of a student under paragraph (2), it shall comprehensively examine the degree of the handicapped state, the ability of the handicapped, and the residence of the object of education for the handicapped, and shall take their parents' opinions into consideration. <Amended by Act No. 5440, Dec. 13, 1997> 

(4) The principal of a school where the object of education for the handicapped is assigned under paragraph (2) shall comply with the decision of such assignment, unless there are any inevitable circumstances as prescribed by the Presidential Decree. 

(5) The necessary matters concerning the designation of a school, the request for placement, and the procedure of screening under paragraphs (1) and (2) shall be prescribed by the Presidential Decree. 

Article 12 (Conveniences for School-Attendance of Handicapped) 

(1) The school for the handicapped shall establish and operate the dormitories for the convenience of the object of education for the handicapped, or shall operate the school bus. 

(2) The school for the handicapped where a dormitory is established and operated shall employ an instructor with the qualifications prescribed by the Ordinance of the Ministry of Education and Human Resources Development who will instruct the objects of education for the handicapped and protect them. <Amended by Act No. 6400, Jan. 29, 2001> 

(3) The Superintendent of the Office of Education who exercises jurisdiction over the district of the residence of the object of education for the handicapped who undergoes difficulties in attending school shall provide the handicapped with lodging and boarding, or shall provide him with expenses necessary for lodging and boarding. 

(4) The principals of various schools shall install convenience facilities under subparagraph 2 of Article 2 of the Act on the Promotion and Guarantee of Access for the Disabled, the Aged, and Pregnant Women to Facilities and Information for the convenience of the education for the handicapped. <Newly Inserted by Act No. 6742, Dec. 5, 2002> 

Article 13 (Prohibition of Discrimination, etc.) 

(1) When the object of education for the handicapped intends to enter the school concerned, the principal of the school shall not take disadvantageous measures based on his impediment such as rejection of his application for admission into the school and of the entrance of the handicapped who passed the entrance screening. <Amended by Act No. 5440, Dec. 13, 1997> 

(2) The principals of various schools shall provide the objects of education for the handicapped with conveniences proper for the kind and the degree of the handicapped state of them in their entrance screening and schooling. <Amended by Act No. 5440, Dec. 13, 1997> 

CHAPTER III EXPANSION OF EDUCATIONAL METHOD FOR HANDICAPPED 

Article 14 (Circuit Education, etc.) 

(1) The Superintendent of the Office of Education shall, if necessary, provide a circuit education or a visiting education for the object of education for the handicapped who receives an integrated education in school. 

(2) The Superintendent of the Office of Education shall take measures necessary to give education to the object of education for the handicapped who passed school age or has not received any education, by letting the faculty of the special school for the handicapped circuit visit the public or children's welfare facilities for the handicapped, infirmary, or home where they are residing. 

Article 15 (Integrated Education) 

(1) In the case that the objects of education for the handicapped, their parents, or the the head of educational institute for the handicapped request the principal of the regular school to give the handicapped an integrated education, the principal of the regular school shall comply with it, unless there is any inevitable circumstance. 

(2) Deleted. <by Act No. 6742, Dec. 5, 2002> 

(3) Where the principal of the regular school gives an integrated education under paragraph (1), he shall organize and operate a special class for the handicapped in accordance with the criteria determined by the Presidential Decree, and be equipped with the textbooks and equipment necessary for the education for the handicapped within the scope of the budget. <Amended by Act No. 6742, Dec. 5, 2002> 

Article 16 (Individualized Education) 

The principals of schools shall devise proper measures for the individualized education according to the ability and characteristics of the object of education for the handicapped, so that he may develop his abilities to the maximum. 

Article 17 (Education of Parents) 

When the parents of the objects of education for the handicapped who are at school desire to be educated or when the necessity of the education of parents is recognized, the principal of a school shall prepare and execute an educational program for the parents about the education, treatment, and occupation of the handicapped. 

Article 18 (Curative Education, etc.) 

(1) The principal of the educational institution for the handicapped shall regularly give a medical examination to the handicapped, and shall judge their state of recovery of vital functions. 

(2) After the medical examination and judgment of the recovering state of the vital functions under paragraph (1), the principal of the educational institution for the handicapped shall take measures necessary for it, if an object of education for the handicapped who needs curative education is found. 

Article 19 (Placement of Teaching Staff in Charge of Curative Education) 

(1) In the educational institution for the handicapped, the teaching staff shall be employed who may take charge of curative education. 

(2) The qualifications and the criteria for the placement of the teaching staff who may take charge of the curative education shall be prescribed by the Presidential Decree. 

Article 20 (Vocational Education) 

(1) The principal of the educational institution for the handicapped shall furnish the institution with the facilities and equipments necessary for the vocational education of the objects of education for the handicapped, and shall give them vocational education. 

(2) The educational institution which gives the handicapped the educational coursework more advanced than that of junior high school shall employ teachers in exclusive charge of the vocational education who meet the requirements of qualification prescribed by the Presidential Decree to give the handicapped students counsel and direction in vocation matters. 

Article 21 (Installation of Departments for Majors) 

(1) The educational institution for the handicapped which gives the course work equivalent to that of the senior high school may install departments for majors which give one year's lesson or more. 

(2) The Minister of Education and Human Resources Development or the Superintendent of the Office of Education may designate an educational institution for the handicapped which may install departments for majors per each area, or each type of the handicap. <Amended by Act No. 6400, Jan. 29, 2001> 

Article 22 (Education for Future Career) 

The principal of the educational institution for the handicapped shall give advice on the direction for the future career to the objects of education for the handicapped, so that they can shape their courses and choose their occupations. 

CHAPTER IV SUPPLEMENTARY PROVISIONS 

Article 23 (Capacity-Enhancement of Faculty of School for Handicapped) 

(1) The State and a local government shall regularly give the faculty of the school for the handicapped the education and training to enhance their capacity. 

(2) The necessary matters concerning the education and training under the provisions of paragraph (1) shall be prescribed by the Ordinance of the Ministry of Education and Human Resources Development. <Amended by Act No. 6400, Jan. 29, 2001> 

Article 24 (Offer of Scholarship, etc.) 

(1) The State and a local government may offer a scholarship to the objects of education for the handicapped who are at school within the limit of the assigned budget. 

(2) The principal of the regular school shall take measures necessary to reduce the amount of an entrance fee, tuition, and other payments. 

Article 25 (Operation of Curriculum) 

(1) The curriculum of the educational institution for the handicapped shall be prescribed by the Minister of Education and Human Resources Development according to the type and the degree of the handicap. <Amended by Act No. 6400, Jan. 29, 2001> 

(2) The principal of a school for the handicapped may put into a consolidated operation the curricula of a kindergarten, an elementary school, a junior high school, or a senior high school for the objects of education with mental handicap or emotional defect (including autism) in such school, with the approval of the Superintendent of the Office of Education. In this case, the provisions of Article 11 shall not apply to the admission to a school of higher grade within the limit as mentioned above. <Newly Inserted by Act No. 5440, Dec. 13, 1997> 

(3) The textbooks for the education of the handicapped shall be supplied to them without charge. 

(4) The necessary matters concerning the writing, official approval, authorization, publication, supply, and assessment of the price of the textbooks shall be prescribed by the Presidential Decree according to their particularity. 

Article 26 (Application for Rejudgment) 

(1) If the objects of education for the handicapped or their parents have an objection to the measures, taken by the Superintendent of the Office of Education, the head of the district office of education, or the principal of a school under Article 10 (2), which fall under one of the following subparagraphs, they may apply for a rejudgment of them to the management committee concerned (in case of the measures taken by the principal of a school, the central education management committee for the handicapped): <Amended by Act No. 5440, Dec. 13, 1997> 

1.The designation of the objects of education for the handicapped under the provisions of Article 10 (1) and (2); and 

2.The assignment of a school to them and placement of them there under the provisions of Article 11 (2). 

(2) The principal of a school where the object of education for the handicapped was placed under the provisions of Article 11 (2), may apply for a rejudgment of the placement to the management committee concerned, if there are special reasons for which he cannot comply with it. <Amended by Act No. 5440, Dec. 13, 1997> 

(3) The central education management committee for the handicapped and the management committee which received the application for a rejudgment under paragraphs (1) and (2) shall judge and decide it, and notify the result of it to the applicant within 30 days. <Amended by Act No. 5440, Dec. 13, 1997> 

(4) The applicant who has an objection to the decision under paragraph (3), may institute an administrative litigation within 60 days after he received the notice. 

(5) The necessary matters concerning the application for a rejudgment, the procedure of judgment, and the notification of its decision under paragraphs (1) through (3) shall be prescribed by the Presidential Decree. 

Article 27 (Delegation of Authority) 

(1) The part of the authority of the Minister of Education and Human Resources Development under this Act may be delegated to the Superintendent of the Office of Education as prescribed by the Presidential Decree. <Amended by Act No. 6400, Jan. 29, 2001> 

(2) The part of authority of the Superintendent of the Office of Education under this Act may be delegated to the head of the district office of education as prescribed by the Presidential Decree. 

CHAPTER V PENAL PROVISIONS 

Article 28 (Penal Provisions) 

The principals of schools of various levels to whom the objects of education for the handicapped are assigned by the Superintendent of the Office of Education or the head of the district office of education, but who fail to comply with such assignment without any justifiable reason in violation of Article 11 (4), shall be punished by a fine not exceeding five million won. <Amended by Act No. 5440, Dec. 13, 1997; Act No. 6217, Jan. 28, 2000> 

Article 28-2 (Penal Provisions) 

The principals of schools of various levels who take unfavorable measures, such as the refusal of an application for admission thereinto and of the admission of a passer in a screening test, for the objects of education for the handicapped for reasons of his handicap in violation of Article 13 (1), shall be punished by imprisonment for not more than one year or by a fine not exceeding ten million won. 

[This Article Newly Inserted by Act No. 6217, Jan. 28, 2000] 

ADDENDA 

(1) (Enforcement Date) This Act shall enter into force on July 1, 1994. 

(2) (Transitional Measures concerning Object of Education for Handicapped) The person who is judged as an object of education for the handicapped and is at school pursuant to the previous provisions at the time when this Act enters into force, shall be regarded as an object of education for the handicapped who is designated by the revised provisions of Article 10. 

ADDENDA<Act No. 5069, Dec. 29, 1995> 
Article 1 (Enforcement Date) 

This Act shall enter into force on March 1, 1996. 

Articles 2 through 4 

Omitted. 

ADDENDA<Act No. 5440, Dec. 13, 1997> 
(1) (Enforcement Date) This Act shall enter into force six months after the date of its promulgation. 

(2) (Transitional Measures concerning Central Education Management Committee for Handicapped) The central council for the special education for the handicapped which is installed in the Ministry of Education and the local council for the special education for the handicapped which is installed in the Special Metropolitan City, Metropolitan City, or Do at the time this Act enters into force shall be considered as the central education management committee for the handicapped and the City/Do education management committee for the handicapped under this Act, respectively. 

(3) (Transitional Measures concerning Object of Education for Handicapped) The object of education for the handicapped who is selected under the previous provisions at the time this Act enters into force shall be considered as the object of education for the handicapped who is selected under this Act. 

ADDENDA<Act No. 6217, Jan. 28, 2000> 
(1) (Enforcement Date) This Act shall enter into force on the date of its promulgation. 

(2) (Transitional Measures concerning Penal Provisions) Any such act as committed before this Act enters into force, shall be subject to the application of previous penal provisions. 

ADDENDA<Act No. 6400, Jan. 29, 2001> 
Article 1 (Enforcement Date) 

This Act shall enter into force on the date of its promulgation. (Proviso Omitted.) 

Articles 2 through 4 

Omitted. 

ADDENDA<Act No. 6742, Dec. 5, 2002> 
(1) (Enforcement Date) This Act shall enter into force on January 1, 2004. 

(2) (Transitional Measures concerning Installation of Convenience Facilities for Handicapped) The principal of a regular school where a special class for the handicapped has been established at the time this Act enters into force shall install convenience facilities for the handicapped within three years after the enforcement of this Act: Provided, That with respect to a regular school where a special class for the handicapped has not been established, convenience facilities may be installed phase by phase from the elementary school level. 

